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Formnext Expo & Convention 2024: 
AM’s global elite set for industry’s next showcase in Frankfurt
Frankfurt am Main, 26 September 2024. While Germany’s own economic situation remains middling and plenty of global challenges persist, Formnext is poised to write the next chapter in its ongoing success story in 2024. As of late September, 820 companies (61 percent of them from outside of Germany) had already registered for the world’s leading expo and convention for Additive Manufacturing and the next generation of industrial manufacturing, which means Frankfurt will once again be the center of the entire AM universe on 19–22 November. Those interested can still secure tickets through the event’s online shop and take advantage of attractive early-bird rates until 22 October.
“The strong registration figures for Formnext reflect the relevance of Additive Manufacturing for the whole of the industrial sector,” says Sascha F. Wenzler, Vice President for Formnext at event organizer Mesago Messe Frankfurt GmbH. “AM is a technology that makes it possible to take on current challenges and tap into new economic potential. At the same time, Formnext also shows how dynamic the global AM industry is and how it paves the way to the industrial future with numerous innovations and applications every year.” 

Of the exhibitors that have registered so far, 61 percent hail from outside of Germany, with the leading nations including the USA, China, the UK, France, the Netherlands, Italy, and Spain. The world of AM has made something of a tradition of saving its most important innovations for Formnext, which enables visitors to experience the latest technologies up close and interact directly with experts and exhibitors. In addition to showcasing their new applications, many of this year’s exhibitors are planning to focus on how manufacturing companies can integrate AM into their production chains more profitably and efficiently.  
 
Formnext Awards, supporting program setting a perfect stage for progress

The supporting program at Formnext 2024 will include both established events and some exciting new additions. Having continually fine-tuned its award show concept over the years, the expo and convention is set to unveil the Formnext Awards as its latest way to put even more of the spotlight on extraordinary talents and their inventive ideas. These awards will be presented across six different categories, including young innovative companies, sustainable business ideas, and pioneering technologies. This year, the entire AM community, in Frankfurt or not, can even get involved in the selection process by casting votes for their preferred winners. Besides checking out all the products and technologies in person at Formnext, they will be able to get an advanced look on the Formnext website starting in mid-October. The voting will be open in all the categories until noon on Thursday, 21 November 2024, and the overall audience vote will be considered as an additional juror vote. 

Meanwhile, Formnext will be continuing its extensive presentation lineup (which is open to all attendees) to foster high-level discussions of the latest subjects. That means current and future applications, technologies, and overarching trends in the AM and production industry will be on the agenda once again in 2024. The key topics of focus on the Application, Industry, and Technology Stages will include artificial intelligence in Additive Manufacturing, medical and dental technology, robotics, automation and many more. 
Following its debut last year, the Service Provider Marketplace will also be back to show companies how they can reap the benefits of ground-breaking AM technology even without their own in-house production operations. The corresponding showcase will present innovations from sectors like medical technology, dentistry, and packaging.

In the Start-up Area and during the Pitchnext event, young, innovative companies in the manufacturing industry will be able to present themselves to potential investors and cooperation partners. Those interested in working in the AM industry will also have the chance to check out current job opportunities on Career Day. As in years past, companies looking to enter the industry will find excellent insights and advice at the Discover3Dprinting seminars, which are being held in cooperation with ACAM on each day of the exhibition. ACAM is also partnering with Formnext on four deep-dive seminars on the industrialization of AM, designing for AM, surface finishing, and materials.

Also at Formnext 2024, VDMA’s workgroup on AM will be presenting useful AM applications from the world of mechanical engineering at the Additive4industry showcase in combination with a pavilion of its members. The BE-AM symposium and corresponding showcase will demonstrate advanced developments in 3D Printing in the construction industry, which continues to gain importance. The day before this year’s expo and convention, the AM Innovations and Standards Summit at Formnext will be taking place in cooperation with ASTM International. And finally, the finalists hoping to win the Hessian State Award for Universal Design will be recognized at another special showcase, and the eventual winners will be announced at an award ceremony.

Partner country: Australia

Formnext is thrilled to have Australia as its partner country in 2024! For years, this multifaceted continent has been making quite an impression with its vibrant AM community and system providers that have succeeded all around the world, as well as with service providers and other highly specialized companies in AM. At the foundation of it all are outstanding universities and a unique setting that draws talented people Down Under from across the globe.

For more information, check out formnext.com/visitors.
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Formnext
International exhibition and convention on the next generation of manufacturing technologies
The Formnext will be held from 19 - 22 November 2024.
The following international Formnext events are also scheduled:
Formnext Forum Tokyo, Japan: 26–27 September 2024
Formnext Chicago, USA: 8–10 April 2025
Formnext South China, Shenzhen, China: August 2025
[bookmark: Presseueberschrift][bookmark: hinweisueberschrift]Press information and photographic material:
Press - Formnext 
[bookmark: Netzueberschrift]Links to websites:
Formnext – Hub for Additive Manufacturing 
https://twitter.com/formnext_expo
https://www.facebook.com/formnext
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/formnext
https://www.instagram.com/formnext/
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Background information on Formnext  
Formnext is the hub for Additive Manufacturing, industrial 3D Printing and the next generation of intelligent manufacturing solutions. In addition to the annual highlight, the expo in Frankfurt/Germany, we provide our clients worldwide with a variety of relevant updates, insights and events around Additive Manufacturing (AM) as well as the related technologies along the entire process chains. Formnext is organized by Mesago Messe Frankfurt GmbH (formnext.com).
Background information on Mesago Messe Frankfurt GmbH
Mesago, founded in 1982 and located in Stuttgart, specializes in exhibitions and conferences on various topics of technology. The company belongs to the Messe Frankfurt Group. Mesago operates internationally and is not tied to a specific venue. With around 160 members of staff Mesago organizes events for the benefit of more than 3,300 exhibitors and over 110,000 trade visitors, conference delegates and speakers from all over the world. Numerous trade associations, publishing houses, scientific institutes and universities work with Mesago closely as advisers, co-organizers and partners. (mesago.com)
Background information on Messe Frankfurt
www.messefrankfurt.com/background-information
Sustainability at Messe Frankfurt
www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability-information
Background information on the Working Group Additive Manufacturing (Honorary Sponsor)
Within the Working Group Additive Manufacturing, about 200 companies and research institutes collaborate under the direction of the German industry federation VDMA. Here, plant engineers; component and material suppliers; industrial companies that work with metals and plastics; service providers in software, manufacturing, and processing; and numerous researchers all work toward the same goal: the industrialization of additive manufacturing techniques. (am.vdma.org)
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